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environment not only affects die organism but also
affects the environment. But in studying any one
psyche, which is the task of individual psychology, we
see on the one hand a naked genotype, dumb, ignorant
and without tradition, whereas, on the other hand,
forming its environment, we see not only millions of
other individuals but the fonnukdon in bricks and
mortar, in soaal organisations, in religions, sciences,
laws and language of the experience of aeons of human
activity. Consequently the action of the organism
upon this mass of consciousness is minute compared
with its reaction upon the organism, except in those
cases where, owing to its own instability, the smallest
touch is already sufficient to send it over violently
into a new position. Such touches are administered
by Marx. But in formulating a scientific psychology
as in formulating a mechanics, the spectacular side is
of no importance compared to the underlying causal
laws, good for the ordinary as well as the exceptional
event. Hie fact that in certain conditions of instabil-
ity a cricket ball could cause the sun to explode, does
not justify us in imagining that cricket balls exert forces
greater than suns. In psychology, as in mechanics,
die reaction of a body on its cosmic environment can
be neglected, as compared to the efiect of the world
on the body.
Thus psychology must be extracted from sociology*
not vice versa. For sociology, if scientific (and the only
school of scientific sociology was founded by Marx),
already includes the conscious formulations and the